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Silent, mute, reticent FIRH

=ARF “TBE KRR

o KFEIHIAIE:
XA T HHIE R KRG AT RESR TR G0 FEP AT 77 H A H T2

Feifei

KZEUF, WA BBC JEiBH= 0 “RiIEE” T H, RAEIEFE. XY HFEZ K
FAE GBSl B [ - AR SE ) . AR IR FRE” BRI A K H - Cici,
PATRIr — N b 1y ]

Question

Hello. I'd like to know the difference between ‘silent’, ‘mute’, and ‘reticent’. Moreover, if |
want to describe someone who can't speak, should | use ‘mute’, ‘dumb’, or either? Looking
forward to your reply. Thanks!

Feifei
WA Cici ZHITE RN “UIERE)” =/ MERIE “silent. mute” Il “reticent” 2 [H]745 W
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Example

Jingwen wasn't much of a talker. When someone asked her something she felt was pointless,
she often remained mute. She had had an unhappy upbringing with a lot of shouting. She
was very reticent about her childhood. She loved that she worked in a library, where
people were required to be as silent as they could.

Feifei

L THIXBEEXT Jingwen IXAMNASNKZ UL TE N T T IR . FRAT SR B X B & A A 2
PITEZR G “silent” , ‘EHRIE “ NBGEE R HMRLHT, LA o /£ “silent. mute”
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Example
At 6am on Sunday morning, the streets were silent and empty.
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Feifei
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B NPT AR IEZE” o e, i E SR A, Jingwen 1R E R H A KD
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Example
She loved that she worked in a library, where people were required to be as silent as they
could.

Feifei

WRABR IR “BIFLE IR, VIBATR” , JATHAT LRI “fall silent” o G548
TR N EERFFUE” , AT LLHHERC “be/remain silent about/on
something” o KW AMEIH] .

Examples
When the dog saw his owner's angry face, it stopped barking and fell silent immediately.

If you’re arrested, you have the right to remain silent about whatever you've been accused
of.

Feifei

FTFRATHER], TS C— D ANIESD . A5 1E2ERT g, UL TEA G “silent” .
“Silent” LTI LLHRIESE “ AWITERSIR 2288, ARUIE” o KRIF—M6), S7H=
B “Kai 20K, DEFERM BN 7

Example
Kai is the strong and silent type of boyfriend.

Feifei

BN RBATRE —F R “mute” o “Mute” HIRFHAR “—PMANERE” 3 “iU
THTERT , BB R Bl PR i T A O S .
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Example
The boy stood mute, unable to believe that he’d been blamed for something he hadn't done.

Feifei

R “mute” A] 5AESEAEECAE R . L. be mute YTERI; sit mute —&) TE AR
A AL E s stand mute —E A KL E; fall mute 25— FE AUT; remain mute {R£F
UUERANE . N, FRATHERIT = AN A i e FE e 41 )
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Examples
When someone asked her something she felt was pointless, she often remained mute.

The criminal stood mute as the judge read the sentence.
When | asked about his family, he fell mute on the subject.

Feifei

B FoRBAVE B LA “reticent” o “Reticent” MR “YUEk. 2 HK,
BERH—DNANEH R E FHEIE R E CE R, BRI RMEE . A
I FABC “be reticent about something” KKk “PONKR—HFRE” o kKir— 4],

Example
She had had an unhappy upbringing with a lot of shouting. She was very reticent about her
childhood.

Feifei

BATRRALE— T A “silent. mute” Fl “reticent” fEFRIN “UTER” BOBMEA B [X
Ao FERX =ANAE Y H, A “silent” ATUUHRIES “— M7 IRZHE” o Ak,
“silent” BRI LARIR “ NI FATHS L DL RPERGAR ZHR” o “Mute” TETEZR N BB A%,
R T — M ANFENER AR ZEHAER . —FAWU . B “reticent” 5&IH—
MAABER I —FFEN, WM. %Ek.

Ja, BATKREE Cici 28 —ANRE, hinliE:  “RATREAREH I ‘mute” 5L
‘dumb’ RAfIR —ALEINAE F AN GE VIR ? 7 1dME, FHATAEEH “mute”
8¢ “dumb” SRFRIEABATT, RN “mute” F1 “dumb” 2 IiE o L4 i A0 1H 352,
M B IX AN ER A AW LR, il ded AL . R & EMR AR AES
B fG T VA VIR N, AP BAiji: a person who is unable to speak.
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